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Glossary of terms 
EduQual uses lots of initialisations, abbreviations and / or acronyms, which can be confusing 

(particularly for newer Centres!). The glossary presented is intended to help you navigate them. For 

more guidance, please contact us.  

Abbreviation / 
Acronym / 

Initialisation / term 
Definition 

AC(s)  Assessment Criterion / Criteria   

ADM  Refers to members of EduQual’s administrative team (Administrators) 

AI Artificial Intelligence; broad term covering ANI (see), including LLMs 
(see) 

ANI Artificial Narrow Intelligence, or ‘weak AI’, including LLMs (see) 

APL Accreditation of Prior Learning. More usually RPL (see) 

ARMG EduQual’s Audit and Risk Management Group, which reports to the 
SRG (see) 

DC EduQual’s Director of Compliance  

DQA EduQual’s Director of Quality Assurance 

ECAS EduQual Customised Awards Service 

ECTS European Credit Accumulation and Transfer System1 

EduQual Level Broadly equivalent to RQF-level (see). Used for customised courses. 
See also https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaas/news-and-
events/qualifications-can-cross-boundaries-guide-to-comparing-
qualifications-in-the-uk-and-ireland.pdf?sfvrsn=3715c981_4 for more 
information on levels and level equivalencies 

EE External Examiner. Also EV (see) and occasionally used interchangeably 
with EQA (see) 

EERF External Examiner Report Form 

EQA External Quality Assurer / External Quality Assurance. Also EE and EV 
(see) 

EQF European Qualifications Framework 

EV External Verifier (rarely used). Also EE and EQA (see) 

FE EduQual’s Finance Executive (except where this initialisation refers 
specifically to further education)  

GLH Guided Learning Hours, incorporated within TCT / TQT (see)  

 
1 1 ECTS credit is equal to 2 RQF (Ofqual) or SCQF (SQA) credits.  
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Abbreviation / 
Acronym / 

Initialisation / term 
Definition 

IQA Internal Quality Assurer / Internal Quality Assurance. See also IV 

IV Internal Verifier (rarely used). See also IQA 

LLM Large Language Model developed as a form of ANI (see) 

LO(s) Learning Outcome(s) 

NICATS Northern Ireland Credit Accumulation and Transfer System 

NLH Notional Learning Hours  

NQF National Qualifications Framework (now defunct). See RQF  

Ofqual  The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation  

OHRM EduQual’s Operations and Human Resources Manager  

QA  Quality Assurer / Quality Assurance 

QAA May refer to EduQual’s Quality Assurance Administrator or the Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education (see below).  

QAA May refer to the Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education 
(https://www.qaa.ac.uk/) or to EduQual’s Quality Assurance 
Administrator (see above).  

QAM EduQual’s Quality Assurance Manager 

QCF Qualifications and Credit Framework which replaced NQF. Now defunct 
– see RQF 

QQM EduQual’s Qualifications and Quality Manager  

QVRG  EduQual’s Qualification Validity Review Group, which reports to the 
SRG (see).  

RPL Recognition of Prior Learning. More rarely ‘APL’ (Accreditation of Prior 
Learning) 

RQF Regulated Qualifications Framework (Ofqual). Replaced QCF (see) 

RQS EduQual’s Remote Quality Sampling process. All certificate claims are 
subject to this process.  

SC EduQual’s Standards Committee (its board of governors), which meets 
biannually. The SRG (see) reports to the SC 

SCQF Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework  

SQA Scottish Qualifications Authority  

SRG EduQual’s Standards Review Group, which reports to the SC (see)  

TCT / TQT Refers as appropriate to Total Course Time / Total Qualification Time, 
expressed in hours  
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